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Animal Rights & Rescue Group
Founded 1995 One of the first “no
kill” organisations in Australia who
rescue
unwanted,
abused,
abandoned
and
deathrow
companion animals from the
public and four local councils. We
help people in times of hardship
such as, homelessness, illness
and other distressing situations.
This ensures people do not have
to worry about their pets while
they are recovering. All the
animals at ARRG are vaccinated,
desexed and microchipped, which
is included in their adoption fee.
Any neglected, injured or sick
animals receive all necessary
care and vet treatment. Any
animals awaiting adoption, live in
foster homes until the right home
is found. We rely on the
generosity of the public and our
own funding efforts to keep
running as we are a self-funded
organisation with no government
help.
“Your donation truly saves lives”

Animal Rights and Rescue Group
135 Three Chain Rd, South Lismore
Mail: PO Box 987, Lismore NSW 2480
Ph: (02) 6622 1881
Email: nonkill@animalrights.org.au
Web: www.animalrights.org.au

Read about the
dedication and
love required to
foster on page 3
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Annual General Meeting
If you are interested in coming along to our annual general
meeting to see how things are going with Animal Rights and
Rescue, please feel free to.
Where: 135 Three Chain Rd, South Lismore
When: Sunday 23rd of April 2017
Time: 1pm
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New Opening Hours!
We are now open on Saturdays. Come on down and say
g’day to our friendly staff and you might grab a bargain as
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We’re holding a stall at the Blueberry day in Tabulam
coming up in May!
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Wishing Well for the Animals
As a small not for profit organisation,
we strive to continue being there for
the animals. A wishing well was
recently donated to us and our
wonderful volunteer, Jonika was kind
enough to paint it for us.
We’d like to reach out to local
schools and ask if they would be
happy to participate in placing the
wishing well in their office for a
month.
If you’d like your school to help out,
please call the office Monday to
Friday between 9am – 3pm on 02
6622 1881.
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Life of a Foster Carer
The Silver Lining
Any foster carer will tell you that it’s a job that comes with a silver lining. It is
always a pleasure to provide an animal with a loving, warm and happy home
while awaiting adoption. Even though they are not in their forever home, it’s
a far better environment than a shelter/pound where they don’t have the
regular attention.
It’s very easy to get attached to a foster animal and some foster carer’s do
end up adopting. Foster carers are compassionate and loving people, so it’s
no surprise they love each and every one of their fosters. It’s bitter sweet when an animal finds their
forever home though. While the carer will miss them dearly, it is so rewarding to see them off to a
life of happiness.
There are animals of all different types, sizes, age and health that are placed
into foster homes. Most are healthy, well behaved and easily adoptable, but
occasionally foster carers spend longer getting to know the animal because
they may have a broken limb or are malnourished or are simply just too
young to be rehomed yet.
Now all this leads us to the story of Jed and his three beautiful foster
puppies. The pups were only 4 weeks old when a member of the public
rescued them from a dire situation and brought them to the rescue centre.
Jed was more than willing to jump on board and help the three little bundles. He quickly fell in love
and named them Duncan, Spider and George. The newly named boys all had individual
personalities and quirks. They were a joy to be around and Jed was excited to see them grow and
find their forever homes.
It was a saddening thought to know Jed would have to part with the pups eventually. Unfortunately,
what he didn’t know was how soon. After George fell ill with a tick, Jed drove more nearly two hours
to the closest vet to ensure he got the best care. Soon George was able to return home to his
brothers, but he was back at the vet soon after when it was confirmed he had contracted parvovirus.
The vet who exposed George to the deadly virus refused to treat the rapidly deteriorating puppy
unless $1000 was paid upfront, even though Animal Rights and Rescue has been paying their bills
on time for many years.
Jed was forced to travel even further to Lismore where Lismore
Veterinary Clinic did not hesitate to treat George and soon after, Spider
and Duncan.
Sadly, the three Ridgeback x puppies did not survive as the virus quickly
took hold of their tiny bodies. They were too young to be vaccinated and
due to incorrect quarantine protocol from the first vet, they were exposed.
Their deaths were avoidable and it is a heartache that we do not wish
upon any foster carer. We are so grateful for the love, kindness, fun and
compassion Jed gave to George, Duncan and Spider though. They will
be forever in our hearts and as hard as fostering can be there are still many thousands of animals
in desperate need of rescuing.
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Doggie Rescues
All our dogs are rescued from the pound,
neglect, abusive situations, abandonment or they
l702610@mvrht.com
are surrendered. We aim to rehabilitate, train and provide necessary veterinary treatment.
Adoption fee: $200, includes 1st vaccination, microchipping and desexing.

Left to right: Zoe (8yr old female Foxi x), Sonny (6yr old male Dalmatian x), Shawn (2.5yr old male Cattle
x), Pixie (5yr old female Kelpie x)

Left to right: Annie (3yr old female Labrador x), Jess (4yr old male Whippet x), Bella (4yr old female
Ridgeback x), Sheba (4yr old female Dingo x)

Left to right: Scout (4mth old male Blue Heeler x), Foxie (10yr old male Dingo x), Max
(8yr old male Dingo x)
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Moggie Rescues
All our cats are rescued from the pound, neglect, abusive situations, abandonment or they
are surrendered. We aim to rehabilitate, train and provide necessary veterinary treatment.
Adoption fee: $180, includes 1st vaccination, microchipping and desexing.

Left to right: Pumpkin (2yr old female Tabby), Cindy (1yr old female DSH), Jacko (4yr old DMH), Luna
(9mth old DSH)

Left to right: Paulie (3mth old male DSH), Toola (3mth old female DSH), Whiskey (8wk old male DSH),
Shazzar (3mth old female DSH)

Left to right: Ford (10wk old male DSH), Mercedes & Ranger (10wk old female and male DSH), Rimmer
(6mth old male DSH), Mintie (5yr old male DSH)

Left to right: Kryton (6mth old male DSH), Lia (6yr old
female Tabby)

02 6682 5252
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Where are they now?

Tilly
Tilly (right photo) was abandoned at
the centre gates with her mother,
Karma. Her new owner, Judy,
quickly fell in love with her. She has
two cat siblings and a large property
to exercise on.

Karma
Karma (bottom left photo) was not
as lucky as Tilly to escape neglect
and abuse early on, but she has
since sound the loving home she
deserves. After years of abuse,
Karma had become a shy and
scared girl. She now feels at home
on a farm with doting owners and
two beautiful dogs. She has also
become a great companion for the
family’s young son.

Sebastian
Sebastian was found roaming the streets
of South Lismore when he came into our
care. He was a very affectionate and
loving cat with the volunteers.
He has since blossomed into his new
family. He is very happy snuggling and
doting upon his family including his new
baby human sister.
This beautiful feline is proof that there is
always room for your pet to stay. Even
when new little bundles arrive.
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Blondie
After the heartbreaking loss of his
16-year-old Kelpie, Blondie’s new
owner found he needed her just as
much as she needed him.
Blondie was left neglected in a
backyard, but rest assured – she
is living her life being spoiled by
her loving owner.

Coco
When you’re an aging Poodle – things
start to catch up on you. Coco had a
few teeth issues and he is going deaf
as well as losing eye sight from
cataracts.
After spending nearly $1000 on fixing
his teeth, he found a forever home
with a lovely family who take him to
the beach and let him be a puppy
again. Coco also has other dogs to
hang out with now and he very much
enjoys it.

Muppet
Owners surrendering their animals is
probably the most common way
animals come into care. Unfortunately,
Muppet’s owner had to surrender her.
Muppet quickly found an awesome
forever home now and she is lapping
up all the attention.
We do understand that issues arise
and people find themselves looking for
a new home for their pet, but please
give us a call for advice before
rehoming your pet.
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Animal Stories
Touch and Go
Last year, Animal Rights and Rescue was faced with one of the most
horrendous cases of neglect they have ever come across. After
convincing the owner to surrender their two dogs, everyone at the centre
found themselves staring at a walking skeleton
named, George, and another dog heading
down the same path named, Blondie.
A long road to recovery was ahead for George
– it was touch and go and a few people even doubted his chances. We
stuck by George though and never gave up on him. He flourished into a
beautiful and healthy dog thanks to our dedicated carer, Dani. He has
since been adopted into an amazing home with a loving family.

Racing for Freedom
As many may know, the Greyhound Racing industry has come
under heavy scrutiny over the last year. While the ban on racing
didn’t go ahead, the industry’s regulations have become tighter
than ever.
Greyhound owners are opting to adopt out any dogs no longer
racing. Olive is one of many whose racing days are over, so her
owner surrendered her. Olive rarely raced well and often preferred
to escape in to neighbouring pens because she enjoyed the
company of other dogs.
It’s no surprise that Olive is now lazing about in her new forever
home. She enjoys playing with her toys and she is actually quite gentle with her fluffy toys. Olive’s
owners take her for leisurely strolls every day and she couldn’t be happier with all the attention.

Nursing with a Purr
When Smokie’s elderly owner passed away, she had nowhere to
go except for the rescue centre. Fortunately, it didn’t take long for
the 10-year-old cat to be adopted. Smokie didn’t go to an ordinary
home either – she is now strolling through the halls of a nursing
home where she can greet and cuddle patients. She’s an elderly
cat giving some extra needed love to elderly humans as a therapy
cat.
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Why Chocolate is Bad for your
Pets?
By Karen English
Easter is coming up and chocolate is becoming more available, so the topic of what chocolate can do to your
pet is more important than ever. The alternative option of carob is worth bringing up and to understand what
to do if your pet consumes chocolate.

Carob instead of Theobromine
Theobromine is found in chocolate, which can be quite toxic to cats and dogs when consumed. The naturally
sweet tasting legume carob can step in and be a natural option. Carob contains vitamins A, B and D as well
as calcium, magnesium, iron, potassium and protein, so it’s a great and healthy sweet treat for your animal.
It is also a good source of fibre and pectin (a substance that helps flush toxins from the body). Carob does
not contain any Theobromine nor does it contain caffeine, formamide or phenylthlamthe. These are other
dangerous substances found in chocolate.

What to do if your Pet consumes Chocolate
If your pet has eaten chocolate urgent treatment may be needed, so please contact your vet as soon as
possible for advice or an out of hours’ vet.
There is no antidote to theobromine. In most cases, your vet will make your dog vomit. They may wash out
the stomach and feed activated charcoal which will absorb any theobromine left in the intestine. Other
treatments will depend on the signs your dog is showing.
It will assist your vet if you can tell them how much chocolate your dog has eaten, what type of chocolate it
was — wrappers can be very helpful — and when your dog ate the chocolate. This will enable them to work
out whether your dog has eaten a toxic dose and what treatment they’re likely to need.
It will also help if you can provide an estimate of how heavy your dog is.

What are the symptoms and how soon do they appear?
Theobromine mainly affects the heart, central nervous system and kidneys. Dark chocolate and cooking
chocolate have the highest levels of Theobromine followed by milk chocolate and white chocolate. A dose of
100mg – 150mg per kilogram of bodyweight is toxic. For a 30kg Labrador, as little as 3000mg could be fatal.
A block of chocolate could easily kill a smaller dog. Symptoms will occur between four and 24 hours after
your dog has ingested theobromine and will vary depending on the amount. Some symptoms are:
•
•
•
•

• muscle tension, incoordination
• increased heart rate
• seizures

vomiting (may include blood)
diarrhoea
restlessness and hyperactivity
rapid breathing

Offer treats that are healthy and appropriate for age and condition to your pet. We have a variety of treats
that are mainly all one ingredient types and are made in Australia or New Zealand available at Scratch and
Sniff. Check out our yummy and safe range of food and treats for your animals this Easter at our new store!

Scratch and Sniff Shop:

Trading Hours:

Contact:

206 River Street, Ballina.

Tues to Friday: 09:30 – 17:30
Saturday: 09:30 – 12:30

Phone:
0438
063
Facebook:
@scratchandsnifftreats

552
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Thanks to our Supporters!
Summerland Credit Union
The staff at Summerland have been ongoing supporters for a long time now. Each
staff member donates monthly and Tracey volunteers once a year at the centre.
They have also been kind enough to donate items regularly for fundraising events.
We cannot thank them enough for all their help over the years.

Southern Cross University Gym
Our local university surprises us every year with more and more
gifts at Christmas. Southern Cross puts up a tree in their gym
every year for members to donate items to our animals. Last
year they surprised us with not only a ute load of goodies, but a
$1000 tab at Brad’s Butchers as well. The $1000 has been an
amazing help in feeding the animals at our centre. Thanks for
surprising us again and again SCU Gym.

Jess Tunnage
There was nothing but good
reviews on all the Christmas treats
Jess made last year to help raise
money for Animal Rights and
Rescue. Her baking efforts raised
a
whopping
$1035.
The
fundraising didn’t stop there
though. Jess contacted many pet
organisations and they were
happy to donate food, treats and
toys. An astounding effort from
one individual.
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Volunteers
Below: Stacey looking after the
newcomers and giving them some
extra needed love.

Above:
Stacey
and
Debbie helping out at our
market stall to help raise
funds.

Above: (L-R) Emily, Lani,
Suzie
Below: Ruby

Volunteers for Shawn
Shawn, the 2.5-year-old Cattle dog x came into care after one
of his owners became very ill. No foster carers were available
at the time, but we had one pen left at the centre.
Since being in care, we have had x-rays taken of Shawn’s hips
where it was quickly discovered he has severe hip dysplasia.
While Shawn is in good spirits and not in noticeable pain, this
could easily change within a couple of months or maybe even
10 years.
We would love to help Shawn live a long and happy life. As you
can see, he is very affectionate and playful with our volunteers.
However, we need to raise $16,000 for Shawn’s surgery.
Any donations towards will go directly to his surgery, but we
are also looking for that special someone who can offer Shawn
a loving home and give him the care he needs.
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Animal Laws & Political Changes
Greyhound Racing Update
As many may know by now, the former Premier of NSW did a backflip on the Greyhound racing
ban. Premier Mike Baird stated he, “got it wrong”. Although Greyhound racing continues, there
has been some major overhauls on the industry including tighter regulations on rehoming
Greyhounds. It is now required for Greyhound racers to provide a death certificate from a vet if
a Greyhound passes away and proof of change of ownership needs to be supplied to the Industry
if rehoming one.
While we are still against Greyhound racing, it is good news that the industry is being watched
more closely and the welfare of the animals are being better looked after.
We encourage racers and breeders to surrender their animals to a rescue organisation if they
find they are needing help rehoming. There are several Greyhound specific rescue groups
around, such as Greyhound Rescue and the GAP program.
If you find you are having issues rehoming your Greyhound, please give our group a call.

Council Regulations
In light of recent events regarding a blatant hatred of cats, we would like to clear up a few things.
Cats are not evil animals, they are just as loving as dogs. People often assume cats are not
allowed in the neighbour’s yard. Under the provisions of the companion animals act 1998, cats
within NSW are actually considered to have no boundaries and are free to roam. This is the
reason Lismore Council will not take stray cats, as the cat may in fact be your neighbour’s and
is allowed to roam.
We do of course encourage responsible pet ownership:





Ensure that your cat is microchipped and registered (this is required by law and council)
Place collar on your cat with their name, a contact number and even that they are
microchipped
Desex your cat early on. They are less likely to roam so far and will not impregnate other
cats or become pregnant.
Keep your cat indoors or at least at dawn, dusk and night.

Thanks to Totally Dogs for their big Christmas donation last year. Check them
out for all your doggy grooming and schooling needs!
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Kid’s Korner
FUN FACTS!!!
1.
2.
3.
4.

The chicks you see at Easter are regular chickens who can live for 8+ years
Most regular rabbits are not as big as the Easter bunny, so they are more fragile
16 BILLION jelly beans are made for Easter. That’s a lot of jelly beans!
Different countries celebrate Easter in different ways. The Easter Bunny does not
travel to Sweden because the Easter Wizard does instead.
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JOKES
Q: Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke?
A: It might crack up!
Q: What kind of jewellery does the Easter bunny
wear?
A: 14 carrot gold!
Q: How does
A: By hare plane!

the

Easter

bunny

travel?

Q: What do you get if you cross an elephant with a
rabbit?
A: An elephant who never forgets to eat his carrots!
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Leave a Legacy for Animal
Rights and Rescue Group
If you wish to include an
animal organisation in your
will, please consider Animal
Rights and Rescue Group.
We will be forever grateful as
your legacy will go on to help
future rescues.

Please tick a box
Membership
All donations over $2 are tax deductible.
Membership: Due February

T
Name……………………………………………
Address…………………………………………
Ph:…………………
Email……………………………….
I enclose a cheque or money order for $......................
Card No……………………………………………………
Name………………………………………..………..
Expiry Date………….. Card type………………………….

“Love is a four-legged word”

DONATIONS: mail to PO Box 987 Lismore 2480
Or online via our website with credit card or PayPal
Or Direct deposit at your bank or by internet transfer to Comm
bank Lismore BSB 062674 A/C 10130003 PLEASE consider
making a re-occurring monthly donation – valid until you choose to
cancel.
Notify our office your donation name & for your receipt.

ARRG WISH LIST
 New weatherproof, crisis pens at the
rescue centre for the dogs.
 Outdoor cat enclosures to provide
outside
time
and
enrichment.
 1.8 m H x 10-15m L Chain wire rolls
for
our
centre’s
fencing.
 Above ground pool for exercise &
enrichment
in
the
summer.

Online Auction Facebook
Many caring ARRG supporters often donate
items that we can sell in our op shop or
auction off on our group page. If you have
any items to donate, please feel free to drop
off at our centre on 135 Three Chain Rd,
South Lismore.
Check out the page on Facebook!
PAGE: ANIMAL RIGHTS AND RESCUE
GROUP ONLINE AUCTION

 Ride on mower and whipper snipper.

LINK:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1412574
409027274/

 To keep this wonderful organisation
going.

OR: Visit the Animal Rights and Rescue
Group Facebook page and click the pinned
post.
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Advertising space available in our newsletter with a large circulation. Business card
space $45.00. Every paid Ad helps cover our newsletter printing and postage costs.

Australian shelters & pounds kill over 300,000 healthy unwanted dogs, cats, puppies, kittens
every year. Many more are dumped & die or become feral. HELP STOP THE KILLING,
DESEX YOUR PET NOW!

Don’t breed or buy while
thousands of unwanted
companion animals die in
shelters & pounds annually.

FROM: Animal Rights & Rescue Group Inc. NSW
A self-funded No-Kill organisation
PO Box 987 LISMORE NSW 2480.
Ph: 66221881
www.animalrights.org.au

We speak for those that have NO VOICE!

TO:

Foster Carers Needed!
We are ALWAYS looking for cat
and dog carers. Please call us on
02
6622
1881
or
email:
nonkill@animalrights.org.au to get
more information on becoming a
foster carer.

